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special reasons they may have for clinging so ten-
aciously to equality rather than to the other advan-
tages which society holds out to them : equality is
the distinguishing characteristic of the age they live!
in ; that, of itself, is enough to explain that' they
prefer it to all the rest.
But independently of this reason there are several
others, that will at all times habitually lead men to
prefer equality to freedom. If a people could ever
succeed in destroying, or even in diminishing, the
equality which prevails in its own body, this could
only be accomplished by long and laborious efforts
Its social condition must be modified, its la\vs
abolished, its opinions superseded, its habits changed,
its manners corrupted. But political liberty is more
easily lost ; to neglect to hold it fast is to allow it to
escape. Men therefore not only cling to equalitv
because it is dear to them ; they also adhere to it
because they think it will last for ever.
That political freedom may compromise in its*
excesses the tranquillity, the property, the lives of
individuals, is obvious to the narrowest and most
unthinking minds. But, on the contrary, none but
attentive and clear-sighted men perceive the perils
with which equality threatens us, and they commonly
avoid pointing them out. They know that the
calamities they apprehend are remote, and flatter
themselves that they will only fall upon future
generations, for which the present generation takes
but little thought. The evils which freedom some-
- times brings with it are immediate ; they are apparent
to all, and all are more or less affected by them. The,
evils which extreme equality may produce are slowlv/
disclosed ; they creep gradually into the social frame J
they are only seen at intervals, and at the moment at
which they become most violent habit already causes